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EDUCATION — GONSKI REFORMS 

654. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the loss of $660 million of commonwealth funding for education by the government not signing the 
state up to the Gonski Better Schools program, and to the education minister’s comment about this issue, and I 
quote — 

“I’m very confident we will have a positive outcome in terms of funding … 

(1) Given that the new federal Minister for Education stated before the election that any state not already 
signed up to the program would not be able to access that funding, where is this government’s 
education minister’s confidence coming from? 

(2) Is the federal minister correct that the Gonski money is no longer available to Western Australia? 

(3) How will the Premier make up this $660 million loss to the Western Australian public education 
system? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) There has been a change of government—thank goodness!—at a federal level, and I suggest there is a 

far better relationship between the commonwealth government and all state governments, both Liberal 
and Labor. My view is that the Gonski proposals will be totally revisited, and they should be. 

Mr M. McGowan: Others states have already got it. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: You’ve done your dough! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If that is what members opposite think, I assume the Labor Party position in Western 
Australia was to hand over control of our 800 government schools to Canberra. That was what the Gillard 
legislation did. That was never part of Gonski, and that is what we did not agree with. We did not agree with the 
legislation that former Prime Minister Julia Gillard put through Parliament that gave the commonwealth 
effective control of our school system and probably would have prevented the establishment of independent 
public schools, which are an overwhelming success in this state.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I anticipate that, along with the National Disability Insurance Scheme, there will be a total 
renegotiation with the commonwealth. That is what I expect to happen. 
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